Box Office news
The 2017 programme was launched at the end of May in
its familiar yellow cover and this month we’re adding to the
information it offers by issuing a flyer showing the posters
for each of the programme events, along with some
information about where and when. We hope you’ll like it
and that it’ll help you to make your choices. There’s big
programme of concerts and events this year and we’re
looking forward to seeing you at them.
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Buying tickets couldn’t be easier; you can do it on line or
by posting the order at the Balerno Parish Church Office,
or you can buy direct at the Farmers Markets or at St
Joseph’s on a Friday morning. The Box Office will also be
open at the Currie Horticultural Show on 29 August.
Look out for the posters and flyers!
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Curtain up on 27 September & some highlights for week 1!
So what’s your taste in music? Are you classics or folk, rock or
jazz? Or film? Or are you looking for something for children? Or
perhaps all of the above?
The 2017 programme really does have something for everyone, and that
mix of soemthing for everyone goes right back to the start of the Festival.
Did we want a classical event or a folk event? A series of concerts
through the year or a concentrated event over a couple of weekends? well three now to be precise.
The decision then was consciously to go for a
concentrated event and to try to make it appeal
to everyone so that the whole community could
become involved. And we like to think that that
is what has happened. The range of venues has
expanded this year as have the musical genres
on oﬀer at the Festval. Currie Rugby Club
hosting Parental Duty - a rock and blues band arehelping to expand the Festival into an area
we’ve tried to crack before now, so we’re really
pleased, and if the pace at which tickets for
Parental Duty are going is any indicator, so are
the fans.
Parental Duty are in week 2 but if we’re going to do justice to the
programme we should start at the beginning - 27 September; put it in the
diary now.
Traditionally we start with a Dinner Discussion
where a virtuoso musician will come and talk
about his or her craft or about the
contribution music can and does make. For
example in 2016 Chris Achenbach of Millside
Music talked to a rapt audience about music
therapy - and then he returned at the end of
the Festival to lead in the Gala Concert. In
2013 Francis Cummings, Director of Music
with Sistema Scotland introduced us to the
Colombian music training technique which
has so successfully translated to Scotland
with the formation of Big Noise in Stirling and,
since he spoke to us, Sistema in Glasgow
and Aberdeen. So many more have come to share their passion for
music and what it can do for all of us, and this year we will welcome Yla
Steven from the Edinburgh Highland Reel and Strathspey Society for the
opening event of the 10th Balerno Music Festival, and she will introduce
us to the only dance rhythm that is intrinsically Scottish - the Strathspey.
Then from the 17th world of stately and formal dance we move across
the Atlantic and into the C20th when Balerno Theatre Company invite us
to A Night on Broadway. Originally the “Balerno Community Songsters”,
Balerno theatre company has been wowing audiences with dazzling
shows for over a quarter of a century. It’s done everything from Bonnie
and the Beast to Bugsy Malone, and last year’s stunning performance,
the Wizard of Oz at the Churchill Theatre. BTC regularly attracts superb
and thoroughly jusitified reviews of its productions, and this compilation
will show you just why, whil also giving you sneak previews of its 2017

pantomime oﬀering, Aladdin. This show ranks high if the endoresment
from BHS below is anything to go by!
Meadows Chamber Orchestra’s reputation is
well established over the 40 years since its
foundation, and its performances consistently
meet with critical acclaim. Ordinarily it plays
four concerts a year with occasional concerts
mainly for music societies. Balerno Music
Festival are very pleased to be able to
welcome the Meadows to Juniper Green on 30
September when they will present a
programme for string and brass ensembles.
(contd p2)

Choices!
Right Notes are delighted to be able feature the
events selected by the S3 Balerno High School
Media Group as especially suited for the
younger age group.
A Night On Broadway
Balerno Theatre Company are proud to present
to you some songs and scenes from their best
works and a few teasers for their next big
production, ‘Aladdin’ which they will be
bringing onto the stage in December at the
Church Hill Theatre.
With a broad cast of talented performers,
young and old, this is your opportunity to sing along with your all-time
favourite show tunes.
Time: 7:30-8:30

Venue: Balerno Parish Church Price: £5 per person

BVS at the Festival 'SING'
Love films? This is your chance to come along
and enjoy our heart-warming, scandalous and
exciting new musical. Stop what you’re doing
and get yourself and your family down to the
Ogston Hall to be entertained by the award
winning, fun and lovable animated film, SING.
A troubled theatre owner tries to save his place
in the spotlight with a singing contest that
becomes grander than he expected. Don’t miss
out on fun for the whole family!
Time: Saturday 30th September 2:00 – 4:00
Tickets are FREE
Sing and Dance in Time and Space with Mr. Boom!
BOOM! Are you ready to sing and dance along with the most out of this
world performer? Mr. Boom has come down from his house in space to
perform for YOU! Don’t miss out on this one of a kind performance at
St Joseph’s Hall on the 1st of October from 2pm-3:30pm Bring the whole
family. It’s only £5 per adult £3 per child
(With thanks to Carys, Ayton, Louis, Emma, Yasmin, Ellie, Maisie, Eve and Emma)

BOX OFFICE NEWS - You can get hold of Festival tickets on-line, by posting an order to Balerno Parish Church Oﬃce, calling at the Box Oﬃce at
Balerno Farmers Market. Nearer the time you will also be able to buty from the Box Oﬃce at Scotmid Balerno

Remembering Music Festivals No 3 - Martin Petty

Highlights of week 1 (contd)

Yla Steven returns to Balerno on Saturday 30
September, but this time with the Edinburgh
Highland Reel and Strathspey Society
Orchestra.

Ten Years of Music Festival

Founded in 1881, the Society was the first of
its type. The earliest composers of
strathspreys and reels whose tunes are
known to us are those of the eighteenth
century. These include William Marshall,
Robert Mackintosh and Neil Gow. During this
period the stimulus to composers was the popularity of the native
Scottish dances. In the following century, dances imported from
England and the Continent became fashionable, with the result that
there was a decline in the interest taken in the national music. It was
at that stage that a small number of enthusiasts, all deeply interested
in the playing of Scots music, formed the Edinburgh Highland Reel
and Strathspey Society. Since then it has done much to preserve
our Scottish music. and its members are proud to continue the
tradition of Scottish Fiddle Music today. The Orchestra holds two
main concerts each year – a St. Andrew’s Night Concert at the end
of November and an Annual Concert held in the Queen’s Hall in
March.
The Fiddle Concert and the Meadows Orchestra are ‘head to head’
along with the Cabaret tribute to Lionel Ritchie at the Balerno
Bowling Club, and Balerno Village Screen’s presentation of Sing
Street, all on the evening of Saturday 30 September.
Lots to choose from then, and what a start to the Festival! More on
Weeks 2 and 3 in the next issue of Right Notes.

Strathclyde Youth Jazz Orchestra 2010

It is more than 11 years since a certain Richard Henderson persuaded
me, and a number of others, to attend a meeting to discuss putting
on a music festival. After 18 months of talking and planning the first
Balerno Music Festival ran for three days in October 2008. It had 15
varied events packed into it and was an outstanding success – much
to everyone’s relief. If I remember correctly my role was minor, I kept
track of the ticket sales.
The reason for having a music festival was exactly the same as it was
for the Farmers Market before it – to bring people together, to give
Sporrandipity in 2009
people a reason for coming together to enjoy doing things in Balerno.
The more people who attend the better it is for Balerno..
Over time the festival has become a fixture in the village calendar and
has grown to take in a second and then a third weekend.. Fairly
quickly my involvement grew too, by default rather than design –
‘somebody needed to do it’; I’m now treasurer and responsible for
preparing the programme and the tickets as well as looking after the
website. While being closely involved with the festival is a satisfying
privilege it would be much better shared. So if anyone wants to join
us and help organise future festivals they will be very welcome!

Remembering Music Festivals No 4 - First issue of Right Notes

A trawl through the hard drive reveals that the first issue of Right Notes was
published in August 2011, and that the lead article was about the then
upcoming Dinner Discussion
when Steve Burnett was to tell us
about the Sherlock Violin which
he had crafted from a sycamore
from Sir Arthure Conan Doyle’s
garden in Edinburgh. Holmes
played the violin while solving
cases; and we know that’s true
because Bendict Cumberbatch
played the violin when he starred
The first Festival Ceilidh - held in Currie High as the sleuth….

A Jazz Concert where with young people from the
Strathclyde Youth Jazz Orchestra packed the stage
School - hands up of you’dlike there to be a
and nearly lifted the rafters off the Church roof. There is Ceilidh in 2018 when we celebtare 10 years
no record of the actual decibel count!

since the first Festival!

Across
1 Moderate speed
6 A melodic passage around which an entire
piece is built
8 Five lines and four spaces on which music is
written
11 Music that moves in half steps
17 A composition designed to pose certain
technical difficulties for the player
20 The beginning
21 Full volume
3 Soft volume
7 Quick and lively
9 Raises a note a 1/2 step 15 Moderately slow
19 A curved line that connects two notes of the
same pitch
Down
1 Medium full volume
2 A broken chord with the notes of the chord
played one at a time
4 Cancels a sharp or flat
5 Gradually play louder
9 To continue in the same way
10 Gradually play softer
12 Gradually slow the tempo
13 The distance between two notes

Make Ray happy; become a Friend of the
Festival

A Musical Crossword
Would you like to help produce
the Balerno Music Festival ?
If you’d like to help with the
organisation of the 10th
Balerno Music Festival then
please do get in touch with
the Balerno Music Festival
Society via Contact Us on
balernomusicfestival.org.uk.
Balerno Music Festival is
entirely community run and
relies completely on
volunteers.
Answers in September issue

NEXT ISSUE - Look out for the
In the next issue of Right Notes
- September 2017 - in which
we’ll give more news on the
different events in weeks 2 and
3 of the Festival and some
more recollections of past
Festivals

